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Verrucaria juglandis, a new corticolous lichen species from 
Armenia

Arsen Gasparyan* & André Aptroot 

Abstract: Gasparyan, A. & Aptroot, A. 2016. Verrucaria juglandis, a new corticolous lichen species from 
Armenia. – Herzogia 29: 103 –107.
The corticolous Verrucaria juglandis is described as new to science. It grows on Juglans regia roots along river banks, 
infrequently submerged, in a riparian forest. It is associated with lichens that are normally saxicolous. 

Zusammenfassung: Gasparyan, A. & Aptroot, A. 2016. Verrucaria juglandis, eine neue borkenbewohnende 
Flechte aus Armenien. – Herzogia 29: 103 –107.
Die borkenbewohnende Verrucaria juglandis wird neu beschrieben. Sie wächst auf Wurzeln von Juglans regia ent-
lang eines Flusses, aber nicht regelmäßig überschwemmt, in einem Auwald. Sie ist vor allem mit gesteinsbewohnen-
den Flechten vergesellschaftet.
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Introduction
The family Verrucariaceae Zenker consists of mostly saxicolous crustose lichens, which are 
common in Armenia and always present on limestone and concrete, often intermixed with 
several species. So far 14 species of the genus Verrucaria Schrad. have been reported from 
Armenia (Harutyunyan et al. 2011, Gasparyan et al. 2015, 2016). The genus Verrucaria is 
highly polyphyletic with sister genera Catapyrenium and Placidiopsis (Gueidan et al. 2007). 
Despite recent studies (Breuss 2008a, 2008b, Orange 2013), the genus is still poorly known 
taxonomically and in the light of recent phylogenetic studies is in need of a detailed revision 
(Gueidan et al. 2009). Currently c. 300 species are accepted worldwide (Hawksworth et al. 
1995), but only 23 corticolous or lignicolous species are known (Aptroot 1991, Lendemer 
& Breuss 2009, Lumbsch et al. 2011). 
During a lichenological excursion to Armenia organized by the first author, the second author 
collected lichens on roots of Juglans regia L. trees along river banks. The lichen flora on 
this dry and hard substrate consisted of species that are usually saxicolous, or less specific 
ecologically, being both epiphytic and saxicolous: Athallia holocarpa (Hoffm.) Arup, Frödén 
& Søchting, Caloplaca chlorina (Flot.) Sandst., Candelariella aurella (Hoffm.) Zahlbr., 
Circinaria calcarea (L.) A.Nordin, S.Savić & Tibell, Myriolecis dispersa (Pers.) Śliwa, Zhao 
Xin & Lumbsch, Myriolecis hagenii (Ach.) Śliwa, Zhao Xin & Lumbsch, Myriolecis perpruin
osa (Fröberg) Śliwa, Zhao Xin & Lumbsch, Protoparmeliopsis muralis (Schreb.) M.Choisy, 
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